
THE MODEL A TOOLBOX 

MODEL A GENERATOR CUT-OUT   by Colin Lawson 

The generator charges the battery while the engine is running. When the battery voltage is lower than the 

generator output, the cut-out switch (mounted in the generator) closes to complete the charge circuit. 

When the engine is off, the cut-out opens to isolate the battery from the generator.   

For the cylindrical type generator the charging rate is set by moving the centre brush which may be 

required if driving with lights on for an extended period of time. Typical charging rate for daytime driving is 

about 4 amps. 

Modern charging controls include installation of a high current diode within the cut-out 
to replace the relay contacts; or using an alternator modified for 6 volt positive ground. 
 
Extensive information about the cut-out can be found at  
http://modelabasics.com/Cutout.htm 

 

The following article on the cut-out switch is generic but relates to the type used in the Model A. The cut-

out is usually reliable but this article is intended to educate the mechanic on possible causes of failure and 

how to make adjustments and for testing.  It was included in the May 15 1932 issue of Motor Service 

Magazine containing equipment advertising and useful service articles for service businesses and 

mechanics. 
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